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  Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

COMPETITIVE TRANSMISSION PROCESS TASK FORCE MEETING 

January 04, 2018 

•  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  •  

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:32AM. 

 

2. Preliminary Matters 

A quorum was established, as all members were present for the meeting.  Please see attached 

attendance list for meeting participants. 

 

The meeting minutes for November 13, 2017 were unanimously approved as submitted.   

 

3. Task Force Membership 

Aaron Shipley (SPP) provided an update on the status of task force membership.  With recent task 

force membership resignations, the current roster is at twelve.  The current charter allows for up to 

fifteen members.  With this in mind and already having received comments that certain companies and 

others may have interest in submitting candidates to fill openings, the task force passed a motion 

reflecting a desire to petition for interested applicants.  A request for applicants who wish to join the 

CTPTF will be published and responses will be reviewed at the next task force meeting.  

 

4. Review of Minimal Threshold Rejection Order Docket ER17-2523 

The task force reviewed the FERC rejection order of the proposed $3 million minimal threshold that a 

project must meet in order to be considered a Competitive Upgrade (CU).  After discussion of the 

rejection reasons stated by FERC, the task force ultimately concluded that unless SPP cost allocation 

was adjusted to match this number or another one, the likelihood of FERC approving this type of 

addition to the process was minimal.  Bill Grant did take an action item to present these results at the 

next Cost Allocation Working Group (CAWG) on January 12, 2018.  Ultimately, this issue will have to 

be addressed and resolved through the CAWG and Regional State Committee (RSC) if there is desire 

to pursue it further. 

 

5. Competitive Project Re-Study Request Process 

The task force began its review of the current draft Revision Request (RR) concerning the ability to 

request a re-study of a project prior to there being a Notice to Construct (NTC) and the SPP Board of 

Directors (BOD) ability to suspend the Transmission Owner Selection Process (TOSP).  The first 

discussions revolved around whether or not adding this ability to the process potentially becomes more 

burdensome to this process and others.  The task force discussed not continuing forward with these 

additions citing specific concerns around the timing of the request, implications of the request, 

performing the re-studies and timeline impacts to this process and others, how to pay for these re-
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studies, the actual steps required of the process, and public notices to be provided.  The task force did 

determine that while there are significant concerns there is value in adding this ability and providing the 

BOD the ability to review these projects if desired prior to there being a NTC and move forward with 

drafting the RR. 

 

The focus then shifted to actual redline revisions of the draft RR.  The task force passed several motions 

to accept redline language as edited in the meeting.  One proposed redline that received discussion 

but was not approved was comments from Bob Burner (Duke) to include in Section VIII.1(a)&(b) that 

changes in load or generation for the purposes of  requesting a re-study should not be allowed as the 

basis of a request after a certain point in the planning process.  Mr. Burner felt the proper time in the 

process could be determined and that allowing changes to these parameters past this point could 

potentially cause unjust re-study request.  The task force agreed that they did not want to create a 

process to impede the TOSP or Integrated Planning Process (ITP), however felt if a participant raised 

concern over the parameters that could have significant impact on whether a project was approved or 

not, then they should have the right to make input parameter changes which they had knowledge of 

prior to the final parameter review/lockdown date, after study results are completed. 

 

Due to time restrictions, sections 3 and 4 of the proposed draft RR were reviewed from a directional 

basis and intent with actual redline language modifications to be incorporated by staff prior to the next 

meeting.  These will be reviewed and finalized at the next meeting.  The task force did express its desire 

to not re-open redline discussions approved during this meeting in an effort to move forward and 

produce a final draft for RR submission. 

 

At the conclusion of the discussion and edits, Staff took the action to update the draft accordingly and 

provide it back to the task force so they may review and provide comments for the next review session.   

 

6. RR255 Secondary Review 

 John O’Dell of SPP staff presented RR255 as an approval item for the task force.  This RR provides 

triggers to stop annual escalation of baseline estimates on projects.  Traditionally the lack of these 

triggers has resulted in more projects exceeding the mandatory reporting bandwidth than should be 

because the process did not appropriately stop escalation of costs.  The CTPTF had no concerns with 

this RR and it was approved unanimously. 

 

7. Next Steps 

The next meeting will be a WebEx/Teleconference meeting on February 2, 2018.  The meeting will be 

held from 8:30am-10:00am. 

 

8. Announcements and Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm 
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CTPTF Attendance Roster 

01/04/2018 

Task Force Members: 

Bill Grant, Xcel 
Brian Johnson, AEP 
Robert Burner, Duke Energy 
Tom Hestermann, Sunflower 
Dannie Buelt, OPPD 
Marguerite Wagner, ITC 
Chris Giles, TCEC 
Lloyd Linke, WAPA 
Paul Malone, NPPD 
John Olsen, Westar 
Scott Spence, NextEra 
Noman Williams, Gridliance 
 
Other Attendees: 

Robert Safuto, Customized Energy Solutions 
Brian Rounds, AESL 
Pat Hayes, LS Power 
James Corby, Calvert Advisors, LLC 
Michael Moffet, Sunflower 
Josh Rawley, Burns & McDonnell 
Robert Tallman, OG&E 
Angie Anderson, Sunflower 
Dennis Reed, Sunflower 
Don Frerking, KCPL 
Eugene Jenkins, ECI 
Heather Starnes, MJMEUC 
Jarred Miland, Xcel 
Joe Richardson, Xcel 
Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto, PUC 
Trent Carlson, Gridliance 
Jeff Knottek, City Utilities  
Aaron Shipley, SPP 
Ben Bright, SPP 
Chris Cranford, SPP 
Tessie Kentner, SPP 
Jason Davis, SPP 
Kirk Hall, SPP 
Ellen Bailey, SPP 
John O’Dell, SPP 
Sherry Maxey, SPP 


